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An End or a Beginning?*^ 

On November 22, 1963, riding through 
fhe streets of a great American city justly 
boastful of thriving growth and wealth, the 
President of all the people of the United 
States appeared stimulated by the acclaim 
at o Fort Worth gathering, and by those who 
had cheered him along the way. 

In Dallas, sn route to address a large 
luncheon group owoiting his arrival, the 
President must hove experienced some anxi- 
ety because of the incidents of hatred and 
violence which hod accompanied an earlier ' 
visit of his appointed Ambassador to the 
United Nations, Adlai Stevenson. With 
maximum possible protection of an alert 
Secret Service, President John F. Kennedy, 
unuke the reigning heads of some other no- 
tions, exhibited that sense of freedom which 
>s shared as natural right by Americans as 
he was transported in on open car exposed 
to public view and to the calculating .ye 
ot a hidden assassin. 

t.,. 0 rt n V*!!’ ! ne huII « *»««- " 

tereii the brain which had been dedi- 
cated to the solution of oar ■atien’s 
«»d the world's, problems. The n- 
elrltiaed act shocked alt Americans 
Into awareness ef the erer-rlding Sm- 
portance ef the President ef the United 
States; an Importance which, ®tee 
in those -who disagreed rigorously sjltfe 
Lns policies arid beliefs, suddenly se~ £ 
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pcrctdt* all vtkar la* 
cantlderatleaf . 



ffiea esse, one gcc, see balls? a»ar- 
niled the iaelsian at thi scicrttjr c5 
filer* af fffcia aatlai «h* tad chaaao 
iahe F. Eonaady te he Chief Eiaeativa 
ef their eetietry, te direct Its destiaies 
for fear years. 



The heavy weight of sorrow and person- 
al loss, end of sympathy for the President 1 ! 
wife land family, for most people was ac- 
companied by a sweeping disbelief that 
our nation's chosen leader and spokesman 
could be so swiftly, so unexpectedly, so 
wantonly destroyed as o vital humon being. 



In varying ways each ot us sensed that 
his death was, in part, our’s. There wa» 
some measure of reassurance in the es- 
sential decency ond justice of most persons, 
for relatively few reacted with spontaneous 
roge or desire for vengeance ogainsf the 
assassin- Rather there was a querulous 
reaching out for understanding of the mo- 
tivations leading to this abominable act of 
destruction by one human being against 
another. 



It is hard to know when the emotions of 
mourning and shock and, perhops a vogue- 
ly undefinable feeling of shared guilt, will 
drift into the background of experience. 
Certainly no one who knew the impact of 
the assassinotion, of the almost simultan- 
eous shooting of Texas Governor John B. 
Connolly, ond of the tragically bizarre 
occurrences in the minutes ond days which 
Ijbl lowed, will ever forget. And recorded 
history will remind those who follow us. 



No murder occurs* without cause 











